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Mr. Bill Damery

Utah Division of Water Quality
P.O. Box 144870

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-4870

RE: Proposed 401 Water Quality Certification to cl
Railroad Causeway

Dear Mr. Damery:

The Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 (E
proposed Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 Wa
with the Corps of Engineers’ emergency authorizati
(NWP) 14 to temporarily fill the East Culvert of the
due to imminent threat of failure. EPA has also revi
approval of the WQC, dated December 16, 2013. T
temporary fill of the East Culvert, outlining interim
and requirements for UPRR’s final Mitigation and |
mitigation proposal are authorized under a separate

The EPA is providing comments on this WQC bec4
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ose the East Culvert of the Union Pacific

PA) has reviewed the public notice for the

ter Quality Certification (WQC) associated
ion of CWA Section 404 Nationwide Permit
Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) Causeway
ewed the Division of Water Quality’s (DWQ)
he scope of this WQC focuses on the
monitoring measures, modeling expectations,
Monitoring Plan, until a permanent fill and
Corps Individual Permit and State WQC.

use of the importance of the Great Salt Lake

ecosystem, and our interest in ensuring that any monitoring and mitigation measures associated
Yy

with this project are protective of the water quality
We appreciate the State’s decision to pursue an ind
conditions in the WQC should help to identify pote
action. We also appreciate the level of coordination
protect water quality while providing for the applic

The Great Salt Lake is an ecological resource of naf
major economic driver for multiple industries. The
to significant ecosystem changes in the Great Salt L.

' Gwynn, J.W. (2002) Great Salt Lake, Utah: Chemical and P
SPRR Causeway, 1966-1996. In: Great Salt Lake: ar
Department of Natural Resources.

and existing uses of this important ecosystem.
ividual WQC for this project, as the special
ntial water quality impacts of this proposed
among agencies in exploring how to best
ant’s needs. :
ional and international significance, and a
construction of the causeway has already led
ake', and the closure of the East culvert

hysical Variations of the Brine and Effects of the
Overview of Change, edited by J.W. Gwynn, Utah
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further contributes to the cumulative loss of h
chemistry and ecological changes that have o

As we noted in our October 31, 2013 letter to
this closure and the need for NWP 14 emerge
concerns with the potential project impacts to
interim loss of hydrologic connectivity betwe
mitigation measures are developed, the lack g
and implemented in a timely manner, and the
corrective actions that will be taken by UPRR

Monitoring Plan, which would monitor condi
analyses are completed and a final mitigation
the quarterly monitoring proposed in the WQ
existing conditions within the lake, including
of the causeway culverts.

concern is addressed by DEQ’s approval conﬁ

The Interim Monitoring Plan required by this
Mitigation and Monitoring Plan required und
14 special conditions also require an action pl
taken if impacts occur in the interim period. \
deadline for the submittal and finalization of
ensure that the impacts of this closure are indi
implemented in a timely manner.

We appreciate the coordination we’ve experig
further coordination as the monitoring and mi

you for the opportunity to review this public 1
mccarthy .julia@epa.gov or 303-312-6153 if y

/

cc: Jason Gipson, USACE Bountiful Office

ydrologic connectivity, and associated water
ccurred in the lake.

the Corps, we recognize the emergency nature of
ncy authorization. However, we have remaining
the Great Salt Lake. Of particular concern are the
en arms of the Great Salt Lake until permanent

f assurance that this mitigation will be developed
lack of a detailed action plan that discusses

| if impacts are observed in the interim. Our first
itions that require the development of an Interim
ions within the Great Salt Lake until modeling
and monitoring plan is approved. We believe that
C will be sufficient to detect potential changes to
water chemistry and aquatic life, from the closure

WQC should provide a sound basis for the Interim
er the Corps” NWP 14 special conditions. The NWP
an that identifies corrective actions that will be

Ve encourage the State to consider inserting a

the Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (Condition 5) to
eed temporary, and a final mitigation option is

enced with you on this project, and look forward to
tigation components of this project develop. Thank
notice. Please contact Julia McCarthy of my staff at
you have any questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely,

Humberto L. Garcia, Jr., Director,

FEcosystems Protection Program
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